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THE  EDITOR'S  PAGE 


TOLERANCE 
WITHOUT 


C 

o 


ALL  too  often  in  the  minds  of  many,  tolerance  has  ~\M 

come  to  be  associated  with  the  weak  and  the  feeble  1?X 

of  conviction.   Conversely  in  the  minds  of  others,  the 
individual   who    does   display   personal   conviction   does  "1^ 

so  at  the  risk  of  being  labelled  a  bigot.  In  the  subject  J^ 

of  religion   and  modes   living  and  these  two  opposing 
spheres   of  tolerance  and  bigotry,  just  where  does  the  ry 

Latter  Day  Saint  stand?  _[\_ 

"We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshipping  Almighty 
God  according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience,  ^~V 

and    we    allow   all    men   the   same   privilege,   let   them  \J 

worship    how,    where,    or   what   they   may."     (Eeventh 
Article  of  Faith)  1%^" 

Surely  there  can  be  no  more  tolerant  position!  The  If  I 

true    Gospel    of    Jesus    Christ    is    of    course    the    most 
tolerant   religious   system   in  the  world,  for  the  simple  t 

reason  that  it  is  the  champion  of  choice.  Free  agency  I 

and    tolerance    must    and    do    go    hand   in    hand    with 
liberty.  Freedom  of  choice  depends  upon  tolerance  and  £j 

liberty  cannot  survive  without  it.  ^^ 

Because    the    Latter-Day    Saint    has    the    label    of  *^ 

tolerance,  does   it  mean  he  must  also  of  necessity  put  r\ 

himself  in  the  category  of  those  who  possess  no  perso-  1H. 

nal  convictions  about  their  conduct,  or  have  no  qualms  ^-^ 

about  following  the  crowd.  The  answer  is  an  obvious 
No!  The  answer  is  still  tolerance  but  tolerance  without  compromise. 
Tolerance  does  not  mean  that  we  must  participate  in  another's  mode  of 
living.  It  is  a  fact  that  one  may  oppose  everything  a  person  stands  for 
yet  permit  him  to  think  or  believe  as  he  desires.  Tolerance  has  never 
meant  and  will  never  mean  that  we  must  get  on  the  band  wagon  regard- 
less of  its  direction  of  travel.  Let  us  never  suppose  that  in,  order  for  us 
to  be  tolerant  every  thing  the  world  does,  we  must  do. 

As  Christ  said  to  His  Father  about  the  apostles  and  all  those  who 
followed  him:  "I  have  given  them  thy  word;  and  the  world  hath  hated 
them,  because  they  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world. 
I  pray  not  that  thou  shouldest  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou 
shouldest  keep  them  from  evil.  They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am 
not  of  the  world."  (John  17:14-16) 

It  is  our  duty  to  forsake  the  standards  of  the  world,  and  live  the 
standards  of  the  gospel.  What  loftier  mode  of  living  can  a  people  have 
than  by  keeping  the  moral  standards  of  the  gospel,  being  clean  in  our 
actions  and  speech,  abiding  by  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  being  honest  and 
forthright  in  all  our  dealings,  in  short  just  plain  old-fashioned  living  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  responsibility  is  to  move  others  to  the  true  and  rich  way  of 
life,  by  means  of  persuasion,  and  example,  not  by  bigoted  forcing  of  the 
minds  of  others  which  is  not  the  Lord's  way.  Let  each  of  us  as  Latter-Day 
Saints  form  our  lives  to  be  the  sermon,  and  forge  our  standards  wihout 
compromising  the  goals   which   have  been  set. 

CRS. 
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PRESIDENT    McKAY    OBSERVES 
89th   BIRTHDAY 


PRESIDENT  David  O.  McKay  on  September 
8,  1962,  observed  his  89th  birthday  anni- 
versary at  the  old  McKay  home  in  Huntsville, 
Utah.  President  McKay  was  born  in  that  same 
home  in  1873.  President  McKay's  immediate 
family,  children,  grandchildren  and  great  grand- 
children gathered  for  a  family  dinner,  birthday 
cake  and  to  honour  our  beloved  leader  as  he 
reaches  yet  another  milestone  in  his  long  career 
of  outstanding  service  in  the  Church. 


WELKOM  BRANCH  PREPARES  FOR 
START  OF  CONSTRUCTION 


Welkom  Branch  has  received  the  go-ahead 
on  their  construction  plans  and  have  engaged  a 
quantity  surveyor,  thus  starting  the  preparations 
for  the  long  awaited  ground-breaking  cere- 
monies. President  Robinson  sends  reports  of 
optimistic  enthusiasm  for  the  proposed  edifice 
which  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  Saints  of  that 
city,  and  assist  in  the  spreading  of  the  gospel. 


FIRST  MORMON   ASTRONAUT 


Major  Russel  L.  Rogers  of  Edwards  Air  Force 
Base,  California,  is  the  first  Mormon  astronaut 
to  be  named  by  the  United  States.  Major  Rogers 
was  named  as  one  of  six  project  Dyna-Soar 
(X-20)    astronauts   at   Las   Vegas,   Nevada. 

Major  Rogers  is  a  convert  to  the  church  in 
February  of  1958.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
active  as  a  teacher  in  various  auxiliaries  and 
is  at  the  present  time  serving  as  Branch  Clerk 
of  the  Edwards  Branch  of  the   Mojave   Stake. 


RECORD   NUMBER   OF   BAPTISMS 


The  Central  Atlantic  States  Mission  has  set 
what  could  well  be  a  modern  record  number  of 
baptisms  in  one  month,  in  a  single  mission. 
During  the  month  of  August  the  missionaries, 
under  the  leadership  of  President  George  Z. 
Aposhian,  baptized  a  total  of  806  converts.  Then- 
total  for  the  year  to  date  is  3,156  compared 
with   1,504  for  the  same  period  in   1961. 
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THE    GOSPEL 

OF 

WORTH 


DO    we    as    Latter-Day    Saints 
ever  pause  to  think  of  what 
the  Gospel  is  worth  to  us? 

Think  of  what  it  means  to  have 
the  real  faith  to  know  that  God 
lives.  Such  a  faith  can  only  come 
by  studying  and  living  the  Gospel. 
We  lived  with  our  Heavenly  Father 
in  the  Pre-existant  state  before  we 
came  here.  Our  Father  in  his 
wisdom  knew  that  it  would  be 
necessary  for  us  to  be  clothed  with 
mortal  bodies  before  we  could 
advance    any    further. 

This  earth  had  been  organised 
for  our  advancement  —  a  place 
where  we  can  learn  and  become 
responsible  beings — to  think  and 
act  for  ourselves  and  grow  in 
experience.  We  have  been  given 
our  freedom  to  choose  between 
good  or  evil.  Our  Father  in 
Heaven  knew  it  would  do  us  no 
good  if  there  was  no  choice.  He 
knew  that  freedom  to  choose  was 
necessary  for  our  growth. 

Being  the  all-wise  loving  Father, 
He  set  up  guide  posts  all  along  the 
road  from  the  time  we  left  our 
Heavenly  Home  until  our  return. 
Those  guide  posts  are  his  laws  and 
commandments  for  our  mortal 
school. 

We  all  know  the  importance  of 
strict  obedience  to  the  command- 
ing officer  on  a  field  of  battle.  The 
commander  has  the  information  of 
what  lies  ahead  and  it  is  to  our 
advantage  to  follow  his  directions 
implicitly.  Our  Father  in  Heaven 
knows,  and  let  us  not  forget  that 
it  was  only  by  strict  obedience  that 
Jesus  won. 

Through  the  power  of  prayer  we 
are  better  able  to  solve  our 
problems     because     through     the 


promptings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  our 
faith  grows  as  well  as  our  courage 
and  determination  to  obey.  Bless- 
ings are  predicated  on  obedience 
to  law.  Obedience  to  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  brings  health  physically 
and  spiritually.  Obedience  to  the 
Law  of  Tithing  teaches  us  thrift 
and  honesty.  Our  Heavenly  Father 
does  not  need  our  tithes  because 
the  world  is  his  and  everything 
in  it.  We  as  Latter-Day  Saints 
however  do  need  his  blessings. 

Studying  the  scriptures  is  im- 
portant for  growth.  The  Saviour 
said  'Search  the  scriptures  for  in 
them  you  have  eternal  life."  The 
Gospel  is  worth  studying.  It 
answers  all  the  questions:  where 
we  came  from,  why  we  are  here, 
and  whence  we  are  going. 

The  ideal  Latter-Day  Saint  home 
is  the  foundation  of  a  healthy 
nation  Only  such  a  home  knows 
what  true  happiness  is.  By  living 
the  Gospel  we  unconsciously 
radiate  the  beauties  of  its  teach- 
ings. We  cease  to  become  em- 
barrased  when  refusing  the  offered 
cigarette  or  glass  of  intoxicating 
liquor.  We  refuse  to  gossip  about 
our  neighbour  because  it  is  far 
beneath  the  noble  mind  and  time 
is  too  precious  to  waste. 

How  important  it  is  that  while 
we  are  travelling  on  the  road  of 
mortality  we  live  the  Gospel  so 
that  we  can  enjoy  its  beauty  and 
grandeur  that  goes  with  its  sweet 
simplicity.  Let's  share  it  with 
others.  We  want  everyone  to 
know  what  it  means  to  be  really 
happy  and  just  what  it  means  to 
be  at  peace  when  chaos  prevails. 

Sister  Lilian  Clark, 
Jagersfontein. 
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Building  the  Kingdom  .  .  . 


IN  WELKOM 


IN  the  year  1954  a  big  puffing 
monster  pulling  a  number  of 
boxcars  came  to  rest  at  a  white 
stone  beside  the  rail  tracks.  A 
notice  crudely  painted  gave  the 
name  "Welkom".  Many  people 
alighted  from  the  boxcars,  but 
two  of  the  crowd  were  more  con- 
spicuous than  others.  Perhaps  it 
was  in  their  dress,  their  size,  or 
the  look  on  their  faces.  You've 
guessed  it,  the  Mormon  Elders 
had  arrived  at  Welkom.  Date,  24th 
day  of  January,  1954,  at  6.00  a.m. 

Elders  Royal  Christensen  and 
Merrill  Hansen  were  there  to  teach 
the  Gospel  as  restored  in  these 
latter  days.  What  a  reality  stared 
them  in  the  face,  with  nothing 
but  bleak  terrain  and  a  few  small 
buildings  about  one  mile  away  (as 
the  crow  flies),  giving  the  only 
indication  of  civilization.  This  was 
the  village  of  Welkom. 

The  Elders  spent  that  morning 
looking  for  a  Brother  Norman 
Calteaux,  but  without  success. 
They  spent  that  night  at  the  one 
and  only  oasis  called  the  State- 
way  Hotel.  The  next  morning  and 
afternoon  was  again  spent  in  try- 
ing to  locate  Brother  Calteaux, 
but  again  without  success.  Finally 
at  7.30  p.m.  on  the  25th  of 
January,  1954,  the  Elders  slowly 
made  their  way  to  the  rail  station 
to   entrain   for   Johannesburg. 

January  29  at  5.30  a.m.  the 
Elders  once  again  arrived  in  the 
village   of   Welkom.   The   day   was 


spent  in  trying  to  locate  Brother 
Calteaux,  and  this  time  success 
was  theirs  —  they  located  him. 
Brother  Calteaux  took  the  Elders 
to  his  home  where  they  stayed  for 
two  months  until  they  found  suit- 
able   accommodation   elsewhere. 

On  the  first  day  of  February. 
1954,  the  area  known  as  "Dag- 
breek"  was  opened  up  and  tracting 
was  started.  The  following  is 
copied  from  the  History  of  the 
Welkom  Branch  as  compiled  by 
Elder  Merrill  Hansen:  "We  met 
with  good  success  this  day  and 
started  to  carry  forth  this  great 
work  from  that  day  on." 

The  first  meeting  was  held  on 
the  16th  of  May,  1954.  Attendance: 
2  Elders  and  1  member.  On  24th 
May,  1954,  Elder  Rulon  Fairbanks 
arrived  to  replace  Elder  Christen- 
sen, and  three  weeks  later  Elder 
Dean  Jarman  arrived  to  replace 
Elder  Merrill  Hansen.  I  make 
mention  of  these  two  replacement 
Elders  as  it  was  through  them  our 
family  was  introduced  to  the 
gospel. 

These  Elders  lived  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Botha, 
who  later  joined  the  Church  and 
a  few  years  ago  moved  to  Rhode- 
sia. The  Elders  searched  for  a  hall 
to  use  as  a  meeting  place,  but 
without  success. 

A  Brother  Hugh  Campbell  was 
contacted    who    consented    to    the 
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use  of  his  home  for  the  services. 
On  Sunday  afternoon  at  3.30  p.m., 
the  25th  of  July,  1954,  the  first 
organised  Sunday  School  was 
held.  The  opening  hymn  was 
appropriate  to  the  occasion:  "Now 
Let  Us  Rejoice."  In  the  weeks  that 
followed  the  Sunday  School  began 
to  grow.  15th  August,  1954,  the 
attendance   was   17. 

The  first  Baptismal  Service  was 
held  in  the  Mines  Club  swimming 
pool  on  the  12th  of  September, 
1954  when  Susan  Campbell  and 
Madeliene  Botha  were  baptized 
into  the  Church.  On  Sunday  the 
10th  of  October,  Brother  Hugh 
Campbell  was  called  and  ordained 
to  the  office  of  Deacon. 

Another  member  who  deserves 
mention  at  this  time  is  Brother 
Alex  Wilson,  who  rendered  faith- 
ful and  active  service  in  the 
Branch  and  was  called  to  be 
Sunday  School  Superintendent 
and  was  later  transferred  to 
Orkney. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1954, 
the  Harry  Greer  family  were  bap- 
tized into  the  Church.  They  later 
moved  to  the  Reef  also.  (How  the 
Reef  was  blessed  in  those  days!) 

It  was  on  the  13th  of  March, 
1955,  that  the  first  service  was 
held  in  the  Masonic  Hall  State- 
way  where  we  still  are  meeting. 

The  Relief  Society  was  organized 
by  Sister  Nora  Duncan  and  Sister 
Beryl  Wilson  was  called  to  be 
President  of  the  Relief  Society  in 
Welkom.  How  the  Branch  was 
slowly  but  steadily  growing,  and 
on  a  good  foundation. 

About  this  time  a  notable  fea- 
ture of  Mormonism  came  to  light 
in  the  form  of  branch  parties. 
How  these  get-togethers  were  en- 
joyed. In  homes  or  on  the  banks 
of  "Sand"  river,  singing  songs  or 
playing  games,  the  members  truly 
became  Brothers  and  Sisters.  As 
our  records  tell  us:  "We  can  truly 
say  the  Soirit  of  the  Lord  was 
with  us."  During  these  early  years 
Elders  came  and  went.  To  men- 
tion a  few:  Elders  Wilford, 
Boucher,  Piatt,  Olson,  Wilcox. 
Smith.  Anderson,  Thomas,  Lyons, 
and  Elder  Caldwell,   who  made   a 
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record  stay  of  11  months.  If  some 
names  have  been  left  out  it  is  not 
because  we  have  forgotten  them; 
we  loved  them  all  and  fussed  over 
them.  We  wpre  just  happy  to  be 
sharing. 

How  apt  are  the  words  of  that 
great  Irish  song  writer,  Thomas 
Moore  when  he  wrote  "Loving 
voices  of  old  companions  stealing 
out  of  the  past  once  more."  What 
memories  cross  our  minds  as  we 
see  the  old  familiar  names! 

During  these  times  it  was  not 
always  "blue  skies"  because  we 
had  our  ups  and  downs,  differ- 
ences, our  contentions,  our  rebel- 
lious ways,  but  somehow  we  never 
lost  faith.  At  times  our  meetings 
were  very  poorly  attended.  The 
menfolk  working  on  the  mines  on 
Sunday  mornings  were  unable  to 
attend.  How  heartbreaking  to  the 
Missionary  Elders  to  see  an 
attendance  of  only  two  Sisters  and 
two  Elders.  We  hope  this  is  en- 
couragement to  any  other  branch 
who  might  find  itself  in  the  same 
position  today.  It  is  not  always 
the  numbers  that  count  but  how 
valiant. 

It  was  around  late  1955  the  dis- 
cussion started  as  to  how  best  to 
obtain  a  place  to  meet  which  we 
could  call  our  own.  Funds  were 
the  pressing  necessity  if  we  were 
going  to  build  our  Chapel.  Ours 
was  a  modest  beginning,  a  few 
shillings  per  month,  per  member. 
But  we  didn't  realize  at  that  time 
in  our  midst  was  the  greatest 
source  of  wealth.  Man's  superiori- 
ty blinded  us  to  the  sisters  of  the 
Relief  Society,  who  are  now  and 
have  been  for  some  time,  our 
greatest  fund  raisers.  All  our  hugs 
and  appreciation  go  to  these 
Sisters. 

On  21st  June,  1959,  the  Welkom 
Branch  was  turned  over  to  the 
members,  no  longer  could  we  lean 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  Missionary 
Elders.  We  were  on  our  own,  the 
Branch  would  be  what  we  made  it. 
Opportunity  had  not  only  knocked, 
but  it  had  entered.  Still  our  fund 
gathering  went  on,  what  dreams 
we  had:  A  Chapel  in  Welkom! 

Fund  raising  intensified  at  the 
target    set    by    our    present    day 
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Mission  President  —  get  Ftl.OOO 
and  you  can  start  to  build.  We  had 
funds  but  not  that  sort.  What 
could  we  do?  The  challenge  was 
there,  now  where  was  the  faith? 
There  was  only  one  thing  to  do. 
A  voluntary  assessment  of  R100 
per  family,  and  to  test  our  faith, 
there  was  to  be  a  time  limit  of  six 
weeks  to  pay  it. 

We  made  it!  How  the  Welkom 
Saints  played  their  part,  and  when 
our  history  is  written,  may  those 
who  brought  this  event  to  pass, 
receive   blessings   tenfold. 

President  Alldredge  gave  us  per- 
mission to  engage  an  architect, 
which  was  done  in  all  haste.  Then 
there  was  permission  to  engage  a 
quantity  surveyor  and  a  structural 
engineer.  Now  things  started  roll- 
ing— drawings  were  made,  consul- 
tations, plans  submitted,  plans 
rejected,  spirits  lowered,  plans 
accepted,  spirits  soared. 

All  working  plans  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  our  Mission  President 
for  approval  and  that  is  the  posi- 


tion we  are  in  at  the  present  time. 
We  are  waiting  with  all  fingers 
crossed  that  our  plans  will  be 
approved  and  we  can  hold  our 
"Ground  Breaking  Ceremony"  at 
the  end  of  September. 

On  behalf  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Welkom  Branch  I 
send  greetings  and  best  wishes  to 
those  Elders  who  have  braved  the 
wilds  of  early  Welkom,  and  to  all 
subsequent  Elders  who  brought  the 
gospel  to  this  part  of  the  vine- 
yard. 

We  are  especially  grateful  to  all 
those  who  entered  the  Welkom 
Branch  and  later  left  for  pastures 
new,  and  of  course  to  those  mem- 
bers of  the  Welkom  Branch  who, 
through  their  unstinting  efforts, 
brought  this  dream  to  reality. 

We  all  join  in  sending  best 
wishes  to  President  Alldredge  who 
kept  a  steady  hand  on  a  some- 
times shaky  wheel,  and  steered  us 
to  a  stable  landing. 

President  Andrew  Robinson. 


As  Trees  Grow  Old 

(Bertha  A.  Kleinman) 

Come  and  grow  old  with  me,  as  trees  grow  old, 
Each  season   adding  newer,  finer  wood, 
In  timbered  might  defying  storm  and  cold, 
And  nobler  for  adversity  withstood. 

God  made  a  tree  ;  he  also  fashioned  me 

To  stand  the  wind,  the  thunder,  shock,  and  blast ; 

A  weathered  oak  that  sheds  security 

From  fruited  boughs  uplifted  to  the  last. 

Come  and  grow  old  with  me  —  the  evening  star 
Is  spanned  with  rainbow  promise  after  strife, 
What  matters  age,  when  at  the  gates  ajar, 
New  wood  still  blossoms  on  the  tree  of  life. 

(Relief  Society  Magazine  September,  1962) 
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THE    DISASTER  .  .  . 
Unrighteous  Dominion 

PAUL  was  an  average  boy.  His  parents  had  been  converted  to  the 
Church  when  he  was  but  a  child.  And  as  often  happens,  Paul, 
unfortunately  had  not  come  to  fully  appreciate  his  fortunate  circum- 
stances. To  him  the  Church  meant  attending  Sunday  Services,  which 
he  usually  enjoyed,  but  there  were  times  when  he  felt  he  could  have 
put  the  time  to  better  use.  Nevertheless,  with  the  encouragement  from 
his  parents  and  many  of  the  Branch  members,  he  managed  to  attend 
most  services. 

This  attitude  of  mind  continued  for  many  years  until  one  Sunday 
morning,  when  in  his  middle  teens,  his  Sunday  School  teacher,  while 
giving  a  lesson  on  the  power  of  the  Priesthood,  related  a  few  miraculous 
experiences  of  past  and  present  and  of  course  a  few  personal  ones  too. 

The  lesson  had  been  brilliantly  presented,  and  suddenly  Paul  caught 
the  vision.  The  realization  came  to  him  that  the  Priesthood  was  God's 
authority  given  to  men  that  they  might  act  in  His  stead.  That  by  this 
power  man  could  do  those  things  that  many  believed  only  God  Himself 
could  do. 

Suddenly  his  thoughts  were  flooded  with  the  glorious  visions  of 
what  he  himself  could  accomplish  Sheepishly  he  realized  how  up  until 
this  moment  he  had  regarded  the  fact  that  he  was  out  an  insignificant 
holder  of  this  priesthood.  In  fact  he  was  a  Teacher,  and  if  everything 
went  off  as  scfteduled  in  a  few  weeks  time  he  would  be  a  Priest.  He 
resolved  there  and  then  to  do  something  about  his  previous  dispositions. 
And  from  henceforth  there  was  not,  a  more  otaunch  or  willing  bearer 
of  the  priesthood  to  be  had  in  his  branch. 

As  is  the  case  usually  when  a  person  has  suddenly  realized  his 
shortcomings,  he  will  swing  almost  to  the  extreme,  and  many  times 
his  enthusiasm  would  run  away  with  him.  Not  that  he  was  ever  without 
humility,  but  he  seemed  to  have  a  driving  force  within  him  that  would 
not  allow  him  to  rest  unless  he  was  actually  engaged  actively  in  his 
new  found  happiness. 

Often  his  superiors  were  hard  pushed  to  keep  a  check  on  him  and 
one  particular  leader  found  it  even  more  difficult  to  abide  Paul's 
enthusiasm.  Whether  from  lack  of  understanding  or  more  probably  from 
a  guilt  complex,  I  do  not  know.  Nevertheless  he  took  it  upon  himself 
to  give  this  young  man  as  he  was  now,  a  reprimand;  which  he  did 
without  permission,  humility,  and  of  course  authority. 

The  outcome  was  complete  disillusionment  to  the  young  man.  He 
was  made  to  feel  that  he  had  placed  too  much  emphasis  upon  the 
priesthood.  And  after  all  he  was  only  a  Priest  and  this  office  was 
insignificant  compared,  for  instance,  with  that  of  an  Elder.  That  the 
priesthood  was  not  that  important  but  rather  the  position  one  held, 
such  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  etc. 

This  young  man  left  the  interview  completely  crushed.  This 
glorious  vision  he  had  carried  these  few  years  was  gone  forever.  And 
in  his  mind  he  felt  betrayed  and  that  he  had  been  making  a  fool  of 
himself.  Because  of  this  he  was  never  to  regain  that  wonderful 
exuberance  that  was  his.  Although  he  did  not  completely  fall  away,  he 
was  henceforth  a  member  rather  by  name  than  action. 

(Continued  on  page  267) 
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WE  ARE  LIVING   IN 
THE  LATTER   DAYS 


WHEN  we  look  around  the  world  of  today,  we  notice  the  terrifying 
dangers  that  lurk  around  us,  threatening  our  children  spiritually 
and  physically. 

With  great  thankfulness  and  deep  humility,  we  parents  and 
teachers  are  grateful  for  the  knowledge  and  guidance  we  have  obtained 
through  the  church.  Today,  more  than  ever  before,  we  realize  the 
seriousness  of  our  task  as  Teachers  in  the  Primary  and  the  great 
responsibility  that  is  ours,  to  be  an  example  to  the  little  ones  entrusted 
to  our  care  and  teaching.  What  wonderful  comfort  it  is  for  us  teachers 
to  know  that  the  Lord  is  always  ready  to  sustain  and  inspire  us  with 
our  endeavours.  The  lesson  books  the  Church  prepares  for  us  are  an 
inspiration  in  itself  and  great  is  the  thrill  we  get  out  of  these  books 
when  we  are  preparing  our  lessons. 

We  have  to  work  together  with  the  parents  to  prepare  the  children 
for  the  time  when  the  Saviour  returns.  Would  it  not  be  wonderful  to 
be  found  worthy  to  live  in  the  new  world,  together  with  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ? 

Our  task  is  to  impress  upon  the  little  ones  the  importance  of 
doing  the  right  thing  by  being  truthful,  reverent,  pure  and  clean  and 
obedient.  I  pray  our  Heavenly  Father  may  bless  all  our  teachers  in  the 
Primary  Association  with  wisdom,  love,  understanding,  patience  and 
perseverance,  so  that  the  little  ones  entrusted  to  our  care  may  be 
found  worthy  to  stand  upon  the  earth  when  the  Saviour  returns  that 
He  might  say  "Well  done  my  dear  and  faithful  servants." 

Sister  J.   C.   Utermohlen. 


266 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER         October.  1962. 


M.I.A.  PAGE 


OUR 


M.I.A. 


IT  is  our  duty  as  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints  to  introduce  the 
gospel  to  as  many  people  as  we 
can.  Surely  there  is  not  a  better 
way  to  do  this  than  by  bringing 
them  out  to  M.I.A.  In  this  way 
they  will  meet  many  of  the  mem- 
bers in  a  social  atmosphere,  and 
become  interested  in  our  Church, 
in  what  we  believe  and  in  what  we 
teach.  Very  soon  they  will  begin 
to  attend  our  Sunday  Services. 

Both  members  and  non-members 
are  welcome  at  Mutual,  be  they 
young  or  old.  There  is  something 
for  everyone.  Young  people  benefit 
greatly  from  this  wonderful  orga- 
nisation. They  are  taught  social 
etiquette,  grooming,  good  habits, 
to  enjoy  families,  to  respect 
parents  and  to  develop  a  good 
personality.  They  learn  about  the 
lives  of  great  and  wise  men  who 
have  contributed  greatly  to  the 
worlds  of  music,  medicine,  art  and 
science.  This  instils  in  young 
people  a  desire  to  improve  them- 
selves, to  make  a  success  of  their 


lives,  to  have  a  goal  in  life  and 
to  achieve  something  worthwhile. 
They  are  discouraged  to  live  aim- 
lessly from  day  to  day,  not  know- 
ing what  they  want  or  what  to 
expect  from  life.  They  are  taught 
to  appreciate  life  itself. 

Mutual  has  its  lighter  side. 
Dancing,  musical  and  games 
evenings  are  held  after  classes  on 
Tuesdays  and  are  enjoyed  by  all. 
Parties,  sports  events,  concerts, 
and  braaivleises  are  planned  for 
other  than  regular  Mutual  even- 
ings. 

Are  not  the  young  people  the 
future  generation?  They  will  one 
day  make  the  decisions  for  the 
world  and  direct  the  Church.  By 
attending  M.I.A.  meetings  they 
are  preparing  for  this  respons- 
ibility. So  bring  your  friends  to 
M.I.A.  and  watch  them  grow  to 
love  the  gospel  as  we  do.  Your 
friendship  will  grow  and  your 
testimony   will   be   strengthened. 

Nan  Demos, 

Ramah  Branch. 


THE    DISASTER    (Continued    from    page   265) 

Upon  the  holders  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  is  placed  the 
responsibility  of  leading  His  Church  and  His  people  here  upon  this 
earth.  Let  us  remain  ever  conscious  of  the  scope  of  this  calling.  Let 
it  never  be  said  of  us  that  we  were  the  one  to  retard  another's  progress 
and  cause  them  to  deviate  from  the  indicated  path.  Let  us  keep  our- 
selves ever  in  humility  so  that  we  might  have  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
prompt  us  in  our  decisions. 

President  R.  M.  Morrissey. 
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PREPAREDNESS  FOR 
INSTRUCTION  AND   LEARNING 


"O,  give  me  Samuel's  ear,  the  open  ear,  O  Lord 

Alive  and  quick  to  hear  each  whisper  of  Thy  word. 

Like  him  to  answer  at  Thy  call  and  to  obey  thee  first  of  all. 

O,  give  me  Samuel's  heart,  a  lowly  heart  that  waits, 

Wherein  Thy  house  thou  are,  or  watches  at  They  gates. 

By  day  and  night,  a  heart  that  still  moves  at  the  breathing  of  Thy  will. 

O,  give  me  Samuel's  mind,  a  sweet  unmurmering  faith 
Obedient  and  resigned  to  thee  in  life  and  death 
That  I  may  read  with  childlike  eyes, 
Truths  that  are  hidden  from  the  wise. 

HP  HE  word  Samuel  means  name  of  God  or  ask  of  God.  He  was  born 
-*-  in  answer  to  his  mother's  prayers  and  was  placed  as  a  child  in  Eli's 
charge  at  the  tabernacle  of  Shilo.  After  Eli's  death  he  became  the  great 
prophet  and  judge  of  Israel,  and  restored  law  and  order,  and  regular 
religious  worship  in  the  land.  On  one  occasion  Samuel  as  a  Prophet  of 
God  spoke  to  all  the  House  of  Israel  saying;  If  ye  do  return  unto  the 
Lord  with  all  your  hearts,  then  put  away  the  strange  gods  and  Ashtaroth 
from  among  you,  and  prepare  your  hearts  unto  the  Lord,  and  serve  him 
only;  and  he  will  deliver  you  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Philistines. 

1  Sam  7:3 

The  above  hymn  gives  us  a  glimpse  of  Samuel's  life.  Samuel  was 
prepared  for  instruction  and  learning.  He  was  humble.  The  whole  hymn 
gives  a  wonderful  picture  that  stirs  the  heart  to  humility.  The  Lord  spoke 
to  Samuel  because  he  had  an  open  ear,  quick  to  hear  each  whisper  of 
His  word,  to  answer  and  obey  God  first  of  all.  He  had  a  lowly  heart  and 
an  open  mind  that  was  obedient  and  resigned  to  God  in  life  and  death. 

The  greatest  truths  of  life  are  hidden  from  the  wise,  because  they 
are  not  childlike  in  their  hearts.  The  greatest  truths  are  revealed  to  men 

268  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER        October.  1962. 


BY  JOHN  C.  SCHELTEMA 

when  their  lives  are  set  in  a  pattern  similar  to  Samuel's,  that  is  when 
they  were  prepared  for  instruction  and  learning. 

With  prepardness  you  can  receive  any  instruction  and  learn.  Samuel 
was  prepared,  therefore  he  could  say  to  the  Israelites  "If  you  return  unto 
the  Lord  and  put  away  your  strange  gods,  and  prepare  your  hearts  and 
serve  him  only,  he  will  deliver  you  from  the  enemy."  This  applies  to  our 
time  as  well. 

The  secret  of  success  is  to  be  prepared  to  meet  success.  Alma  said: 
"This  life  is  the  time  for  men  to  prepare  to  meet  God;  yea,  behold  the 
day  of  this  life  is  the  day  for  men  to  perform  their  labours.    Alma  34:32. 

Can  you  prepare  to  meet  God  or  perform  your  labours  without  being 
prepared  to  receive  instruction  and  without  being  prepared  to  learn?  How 
can  one  gain  an  ear,  a  heart  and  a  mind  like  Samuel's?  The  tools  are 
simple.  They  are  faith,  hope,  and  charity. 

"Wherefore  whoso  believeth  in  God  might  with  a  surety  hope  for 
a  better  world,  yea  even  a  place  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  which  hope 
cometh  of  faith,  maketh  an  anchor  to  the  souls  of  men,  which  would  make 
them  sure  and  steadfast,  always  abounding  in  good  works,  being  led  to 
glorify  God."    Ether  12:4. 

And  again,  behold  I  say  unto  you  that  he  cannot  have  faith  and 
hope  save  he  shall  be  meek,  and  lowly  of  heart  .  .  .  Charity  suffereth 
long,  and  is  kind,  and  envieth  not,  and  is  not  puffed  up,  seeketh  not  her 
own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thineth  not  evil,  and  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity 
but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth,  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth 
all  things,  endureth  all  things  .  .  .  Wherefore  cleave  unto  charity,  which 
is  the  greatest  of  all,  for  all  things  must  fail — But  charity  is  the  pure 
love  of  Christ,  and  it  endureth  forever;  and  whoso  is  found  possessed  of 
it  at  the  last  day,  it  shall  be  well  with  him.  Wherefore,  my  beloved  breth- 
ren, PRAY  UNTO  THE  FATHER  WITH  ALL  THE  ENERGY  OF 
(YOUR)  HEART,  THAT  YOU  MAY  BE  FILLED  WITH  THIS  LOVE 
.  .  .  THEN  ONLY  ARE  YOU  FULLY  PREPARED  FOR  INSTRUCTION 
AND  LEARNING  .  .  .  THEN  YOU  CAN  RECEIVE  INSTRUCTIONS 
AND  LEARNING  FROM  THE  HOLY  GHOST,  FROM  YOUR 
AUTHORITIES  WITH  AN   OPEN  HEART,  MIND  AND  EAR. 

There  will  be  no  room  for  doubt 
—  There  will  be  no  room  for  fault 
finding — no  room  for  evil  thinking. 
There  will  be  no  room  for  power  and 
unrighteous  dominion.  In  short;  there 
will  be  no  room  for  Satan  to  accom- 
plish his  design,  for  he  persuadeth  no 
man   to   do   good,   not   one. 

But  there  will  be  room  for  every 
good  thing  which  cometh  of  God.  May 
God  bless  each  and  everyone  of  us  to 
be  prepared  for  instruction  and  learning, 
I   pray  in   Jesus   name.     Amen. 
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COMPARATIVE 

REPORT 

FOR  AUGUST 

THE  TOP  FOUR 

Branch 

Percent 

Attendance 

BELLVILLE 

100% 

LUANSHYA 

100% 

DURBAN 

83% 

BLOEMFONTEIN        80% 
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Bellville 8 

Bloemfontein 10 

Bulawayo 21 

Durban 30 

East     London     12 

East    Rand 17 

Gwelo — 

Krugersdorp — 

Luanshya 4 

Mowbray 51 

Pietermaritzburg 10 
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Pretoria 29 

Primrose 10 
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Garden  Of  My  Heart 


In  the  garden  of  my  heart 
I  planted  seeds  of  every  sort. 
I  failed  to  choose  with  tender  care 
The   many  seeds  I  planted  there. 
But    when    the    plants    began    to 

grow, 
I  well  could  see  my  fatal  woe; 
For  hate  and  fear  and  selfishness 
Grew  in  the  place  of  happiness. 

Straightway  I  worked  with  all  my 
might. 
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And   planted   seeds   of   truth  and 

light. 
And,  oh,  the  love  of  God  came  in, 
And    cleansed    my    selfish    heart 

from  sin. 
With    faith,    I    knelt    in    humble 

prayer — 
God  took  me  in  his  loving  care. 
And  then,  that  garden  seemed  to 

be 
A  bouquet  for  eternity. 

Lily  N.  Hortnagl. 
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ELDER    KRAIG    M. 
BECKSTRAND 

San    Jose,    California 


ELDER    BLAINE    L. 
MARTIN 

Glendale,      California 
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ELDER     BURTON     V. 
McCULLOUGH 

Denver,    Colorado 


ELDER  DALE  G. 
WILDER 

El      Monte,      California 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 

Baptisms 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
DRISKEL,    Rosaline    Madeline    Phoebe 
OOSTVEEN,     Ernst     Leonard 
OOSTVEEN,     Hendrik     Roelof 
OOSTVEEN,    Maria    Wilhelmina 
OOSTVEEN,    Robert    Theodore 
SPEAR,    Peter    Bernhard 

COPPERBELT 
GALLON,     Rene     Michelle 
HEARNS,    Patricia    Michele 

EAST   LONDON 
LOCK,     Arthur     Robert 
LOCK,    Arthur    Robert    Daniel 
LOCK,    Daniel    Arthur    William 
LOCK,    Freda    Ivy 
LOCK,   Ivy  Emma 

EAST  RAND 
ENGELKE,   Iris 

KRUGERSDORP 
BIBB,   Louise-Anne 
GREYLING,  Darryl   Norris 
SWEETNAM,    Johanna    Sophia 

LUANSHYA 
HILL,   Garith   Charles 

MOWBRAY 
ASHWORTH,    Leslie    Winston 
FOURIE,  Marie  Gesina 


PIETERMARITZBURG 
BALL,  Jennifer  Avenal 

PRETORIA 
DU    PREEZ,     Anna     Marie 
DU    PREEZ,    Cornelius    Jacobus 
DU     PREEZ,     Francois     Frederick 
DU  PREEZ.  Lionel 
DU    PREEZ,    Maria    Cornelia 
FABER,    Cornelius    Jacobus 
HERHOLDT,     David    Michael 
HERHOLDT,  John  Peter 
JANSEN     VAN     VUUREN,    Anna    Maria 
MIESSNER,   Yvonne   Marie 
MUUREN.    Colleen    Ida 
SHEPHERD.  Dawn  Moller 

RAMAH 
BLANCHE.     Christaan     Lambertus    Pas 
MATTHEWS,    Anthony   Claude 
SHELE,    Dorothy     Henrietta    van    Buren 
TAUTE,  Catherine  Joy 
TAUTE,  Jennifer  Ann 
TAUTE,  John  Gregorowski 
TAUTE,   Josephine  Louise 
TAUTE,    Myrtle    Waverly    Muriel 
TAYLOR,  Norman  Stuart 
TAYLOR,  Susanne  Cathrina 
TUSAR.  Marusa   Myrna 


Blessings 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
DRISKEL,    Paul 
DRISKEL,    Shirley 
OOSTVEEN,    Alex    Rudolf 
OOSTVEEN,   Marian 
OOSTVEEN,     Richard     Christo 
UTERMOHLEN,    Lillian    Petra 

COPPERBELT 
HUNTINGTON,     Terance     John 
NIELD,    Kelly-Ann 
NIELD,     Sharon     Catherine 

EAST    RAND 
JANSEN      VAN      RENSBURG. 
Ruth 


Charmaine 


NICHOLSON.     Kenneh     Fred 
SUTHERLAND.    Donald    Mark 

KRUGERSDORP 
LEHMANN.  Lando  Leonhardt 
LEHMANN,  Marius  Leander 

PRETORIA 
COETZEE,   Louise 

RAMAH 
McKNIGHT.     Alfred    Arthur 
SHEASBY.    Michelle    Karen 
VAN    GRAAN.    Spencer    Xavier 

SALISBURY 
CUTSFORTH.    Julie    Amanda 
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Ordinations 

PRETORIA 
COMRIE,    Alexander    Victor — advanced    to   a 
Priest. 

RAMAH 
HUGO,       Willem       Marthinus — Ordained      a        SLABBERT,    Eben — advanced    to    a    Teacher. 

LAMBERT,      Walter     Edward-Ordained      a  SLABBERT.    Johannes    Erlank-advanced    to 

Deacon.  a  Teacher. 

MAKEE.    David    Alec— Ordained    a    Deacon.  ■nrmrwvwBnntf      r-„rn       \v;ii;.m     ch^ni 

ROBERTS,    Rowland    Percival— advanced    to  WESTBROOK,     George     William     Edward— 

a    Teacher.  Ordained    a    Deacon. 


MISSIONARY   ACTIVITIES 

APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER    BURTON    McCULLOGH— Travelling    Elder.    September    1st.     1962. 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER    BRENT    K.    MANGUM— from    Benoni    to    Johannesburg,    September   9th.    1962. 
ELDER    DON    H.    PERRY— from    West    Rand   to   East   Rand   (Johannesburg)   September   9th. 

1962. 
ELDER    BERKLEY    D.    THOMPSON— from    Johannesburg    to    Benoni.    September   9th.    1962. 

RELEASES 

ELDER    KRAIG    M.    BECKSTRAND— from    San    Jose\    California.    Released    20th    October. 

1962.    Laboured    in    Welkom,    Luanshya,    Springs    and    Cape    Town. 
ELDER    BLAINE    L.    MARTIN— from    Glendale.    California.    Released    20th    October,    1962. 

Laboured   in    Port    Elizabeth.    Cape    Town,    and    Vereeniging. 
ELDER    BURTON    V.    McCULLOGH— from    Salt   Lake   City.    Utah.    Released    20th    October. 

1962.    Laboured    in    Kimberley,    Johannesburg,    Pretoria.    Served    as    Travelling    Elder. 
ELDER    DALE    G.    WILDER— from    El    Monte,    California.    Released    20th    October,    1962. 

Laboured    in    Cape    Town,    Brakpan.    Salisbury,    Pretoria,    and    Boksburg. 


A  man  of  seventy-nine  was  among  the  city's  most  enthusiastic  sup- 
porters of  their  planning  board.  One  day  a  man  many  years  his  junior 
stopped  him  on  the  street  and  put  the  question :  "Why  is  a  man  your  age 
so  interested  in  the  future!" 

"Age  has  nothing  to  do  with  it,"  came  the  answer,  "I  am  interested 
in  the  future  —  because  I'll  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  there." 
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BLOEMFONTEIN   BRANCH 

Denise  N.  Young 

BLOEMFONTEIN  Branch  is  happy  to  welcome  into  their  midst  the 
Oostveen  family,  Hendrik  Raelof,  Maria  Wilhelmina,  Ernest 
Leonard  and  Robert  Theodore.  They  were  baptized  on  the  first  of 
September  and  the  three  youngest  children  were  blessed  on  Sunday 
the  2nd. 

Peter  Bernard  Spencer  Spear  celebrated  his  eighth  birthday  on 
August  the  24th  and  entered  the  waters  of  baptism  on  the  1st  of 
September.  We  congratulate  him  and  his  parents.  President  Harry 
Spear  and  Sister  Mona,  on  this  most  important  event  in  his  life. 

Welcome  to  Brother  J.  Melvie  Jakins  who  has  been  transferred  to 
Bloemfontein.  We  look  forward  to  having  his  wife  with  us  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

On  Friday  the  31st  of  August  the  Library  Committee  held  a  Social 
Evening  in  the  Hall.  It  really  was  an  evening  packed  with  fun  and 
laughter  and  each  member  of  the  family  participated.  Sister  Doris 
Fripp  sums  up  the  evening  with  this  little  poem. 

Liahona  Chapel  sprung  a  pleasant  surprise, 

A  little  stranger  was  due  to  arrive, 

The  last  day  of  August  was  the  day  set  aside. 

To  launch  our  library  with  joy  and  pride, 
Each  member  was  asked  to  a  shower  that  evening, 
Everyone  a  book  and  some  eats  did  bring. 
The  members  of  the  Branch  arranged  lots  of  fun, 
And  a  glorious  evening  was  enjoyed  by  everyone. 
Each  person  was  asked  to  make  up  a  poem  and  bring  it  along.  We 
really  discovered  some  hidden  talents! 

Two  new  babies  have  been  born  into  the  Branch.  They  are  Sharon 
Milne  and  Sandra  Symonds.  Congratulations  to  the  respective  parents. 
Relief  Society  Sisters  are  practising  songs  every  Saturday  afternoon 
for  the  opening  of  the  Pretoria  Chapel. 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Shirley  Woolf 

WE  extend  our  congratulations  to  Brother  Buckle  and  Brother 
Herbert  who  have  been  advanced  to  the  office  of  Teacher.  We 
pray  that  the  Lord  will  help  them  uphold  this  position  to  the  best 
of  their  ability. 

A  jumble  sale  was  held  and  everyone  was  extremely  generous  with 
their  contributions. 
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We  had  with  us  for  a  little  while  the  Travelling  Elders,  President 
Norton  and  Elder  Knight.  We  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  Brother 
Bill  Jubber  Jnr.  and  his  family  who  have  moved  from  Salisbury  to 
Bulawayo.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  say  goodbye  to  Elder  Orr. 
We  pray  he  will  have  a  safe  journey  home.  May  God  bless  him. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Elder  Parker  when  he  passed 
through  Bulawayo  on  his  way  to  the  Republic.  We  extend  our  best 
wishes  and  our  congratulations  to  Elder  Burnett  on  his  21st  birthday. 
May  God  bless  him  and  guide  him  in  all  he  may  endeavour  to  do 
during  his  life. 

Elder  Barney  arrived  on  Sunday  the  26th  of  August  in  place  of 
Elder  Orr.  We  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  him,  and  we  hope  he  will 
be  happy  labouring  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard. 


CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

WE  had  a  wonderful  Sweetheart  Party  which  was  a  great  success 
and  very  well  attended. 
We   said   farewell   to   Elder   Calvin   McCausland   and    we   welcome 
Elder  Ray  S.  Thompson  and  pray  his  labours  will  be  fruitful  here  in 
Carletonville.   We   are   very   pleased   to   hear   that   Sister   Alldredge   is 
improving  and  we  would  love  to  see  her  out  our  way  again. 


COPPERBELT  BRANCH 

Joan  Clarke 

ONCE  again  it  is  nice  to  be  able  to  say  hello  to  all  the  members  of 
the  South  African  Mission  through  the  C.S.M. 

We  have  to  report  more  very  successful  cake-sales  and  that  our 
Building  Fund  is  increasing  in  leaps  and  bounds.  Again  may  we  thank 
the  members  and  friends  for  the  work  put  into  these  sales. 

On  our  sick  list  this  month  are  Sisters  Brandon  and  Pourie.  Sister 
Brandon  is  quite  well  again  and  Sister  Fourie  is  progressing  favourably 
and  we  hope  taking  the  doctor's  advice  and  resting  as  much  as  possible. 

Our  very  deepest  sympathy  goes  to  Brother  and  Sister  Stevens 
of  Lusaka  who  have  recently  lost  their  baby  daughter  Gillian.  Our 
prayers  have  been  with  them  at  this  time  of  sorrow. 

Once  again  we  say  farewell  to  one  of  our  Missionaries,  this  time 
Elder  Swenson  and  say  hello  to  Elder  Baker.  We  wish  them  both  every 
success  during  the  time  spent  out  in  the  Mission  Field. 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

P.  J.  Kunitz 

DURING  recent  weeks  we  have  had  visitors  from 
many  different  branches,  and  we  had  the 
privilege  of  hearing  interesting  and  uplifting  addresses 
from  many  of  them. 

We  have  had  to  say  farewell  to  a  very  dearly 
loved  member,  Brother  Melvie  Jakins,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  Bloemfontein.  Durban  Branch  is  going 
to  miss  him  very  much,  as  he  has  been  a  "foundation 
member"  here  for  many  years,  and  has  served  as 
Natal  District  President,  Durban  Branch  President, 
M.I.A.  President,  and  in  many  other  capacities.  Sister 
Winsome  and  the  children  will  be  joining  him  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  9th  of  September  and  we  heard 
fine  addresses  from  our  District  and  Branch  Leaders  on  the  theme 
"Service". 

Congratulations  to  our  local  "Morman"  Basketball  team  who  are 
the  champions  of  the  Minor  League.  Congratulations  and  thanks  are 
also  due   to  the   "Missionaries"   team   who   played   against   Natal   and 
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other  teams  in  the  Major  League.  The  games  were  very  exciting  and 
their  supporters  shouted  themselves  hoarse;  naturally  with  such  en- 
couragement they  won  all  their  games. 

Regular  basketball  practices  have  started  in  our  hall,  and  Alton 
and  Leland  Doller  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  determination  to 
either  "kill  or  cure"  the  would-be-players. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  are  very  active  in  raising  funds  for  the 
Building  Fund  Project,  and  are  holding  regular  monthly  cake-sales, 
bring-and-buy  sales,  and  dances.  Preparations  are  also  under  way 
for  the  Bazaar  to  be  held  in  December.  The  Sisters  have  also  begun 
practising  the  songs  and  hymns  which  they  will  be  singing  in  the 
Mission-wide  Choir  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Pretoria  Chapel. 

It  is  wonderful  having  the  extension  to  the  Chapel  and  the  new 
Cultural  Hall  completed.  There  is  still  a  lot  to  do  though  as  the 
grounds  are  being  laid  out.  the  front  to  the  Chapel  remodelled,  certain 
amplifications  of  the  organ  are  required,  curtains  and  footlights  on 
the  stage,  etc.,  but  with  the  generous  and  faithful  support  of  all  the 
members  we  know  that  all  this  will  soon  be  accomplished. 


O1 


EAST   LONDON   BRANCH 

Rita  Corrigan 
>N  Sunday,  September  2,  a  number  of  Latter- 
Day  Saints  in  East  London  gathered  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nahoon  River  to  witness  the 
baptism  of  a  local  family  group.  This  is  always 
an  inspiring  experience  so  early  in  the  morning, 
and  it  reminds  one  of  the  story  of  Alma 
baptising  in  the  waters  of  Mormon.  On  this 
occasion  a  father,  mother  and  three  of  their 
five  children  entered  the  waters  of  baptism. 
We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Lock  and  their  family  into  the  fold  and 
pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  bless  them 
with  a  strong  testimony  of  the  gospel  and  that  they  will  always  remain 
true  and  faithful  servants  of  the  Lord. 

There  is  a  saying  that  things  always  happen  in  threes — well,  this 
seems  to  apply  to  the  members  of  the  East  London  Branch.  Sister 
Booysen  set  the  ball  rolling  by  tripping  on  a  pole  in  her  garden  and 
severely  injuring  her  left  leg.  The  knee-cap  was  cracked  across  and 
ligaments  were  torn  and  injured  in  the  knee  area  and  ankle.  Sister 
Booysen  has  been  confined  to  bed  since  August  24.  We  pray  that  our 
Father  in  Heaven  will  bless  this  good  sister  that  she  will  make  a  speedy 
recovery.  Next  Sister  Olsen  slipped  and  injured  her  left  elbow.  This 
injury  incapacitated  her  for  a  while  but  she  can  now  use  the  arm  to 
a  certain  degree  again.  Hard  on  the  heels  of  this  accident  came  a 
third — this  time  it  was  Sister  Shepherd's  father  who  fell  and  also 
injured  his  elbow  so  severely  that  an  operation  was  necessary.  Our 
sympathies  go  to  all  these  sufferers  and  we  hope  all  will  soon  be  free 
of  their  handicaps. 

Elder  Cramer  and  Elder  McCullogh  spent  a  few  days  with  Brother 
and  Sister  Corrigan  whilst  they  visited  and  tracted  with  the  local  Elders, 
checking  on  their  rate  of  progress  in  Afrikaans,  we  hear!  We  would 
like  to  hear  a  tape  recording  of  the  "lesson  interview". 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  planned  a  fund-raising  event  by  holding 
a  supper  party  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Sister  Olsen.  There  was  a  good 
turn-out  of  local  members  though  some  were  missed,  and  a  few 
non-L.D.S.  friends  came  along  too.  The  evening  went  with  a  swing  and 
all  too  quickly,  for  it  seemed  after  a  few  games  and  sale  of  cakes  and 
sweets  it  was  time  to  say  "good  night"  and  go  home. 
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EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Shirley  Evans 

THE  Branch  Presidency  and  their  wives  organized  a  curry  and  rice 
dinner  on  the  11th  of  August,  and  although  there  were  not  as 
many  as  were  expected,  everyone  enjoyed  themselves.  During  the  after- 
noon a  Judo  display  was  organized  by  Brother  Gary  Cloete  and  the 
audience  were  given  a  few  tips  on  self-defence.  Curry  and  rice  and  cold 
drinks  were  then  sold  after  which  an  auction  sale  was  held  for  chapel 
funds,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  film  show. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Henry  Jacobs  on  being  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  and  to  Audrey  le  Roux  on  the 
occasion  of  her  eighth  birthday  and  on  going  through  the  waters  of 
baptism. 

We  had  a  very  enjoyable  Branch  Conference  on  the  19th  of  August. 
We  were  strengthened  by  the  words  of  encouragement  left  with  us 
by  President  Powrie  and  Brother  Faber. 

During  this  month  a  very  special  effort  was  made  to  raise  as  much 
money  as  possible  for  the  building  funds  and  I  am  sure  I  am  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Branch  Presidency  when  I  say  "Thank  you"  to  all  the 
members  who  responded  so  generously  to  the  appeal.  The  goal  set  for 
the  month  was  vastly  exceeded. 

We  congratulate  Brothers  Gary  Cloete,  Lawrence  van  Niekerk  and 
Michael  Evans  on  their  awards  which  they  obtained  at  the  Branch 
Speech  Festival.  All  those  present  enjoyed  the  talks  as  well  as  the 
singing  of  Sister  Adelaide  Charlton. 

Brother  and  Sister  Nelson  Beard  paid  the  M.I.A.  a  surprise  visit 
on  the  14th  of  August  and  we  look  forward  to  another  in  the  not 
too  distant  future. 


KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

Patricia  Holbrook 


IT  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Fraser 
and  family  into  our  Branch.  We  know  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will 
bless  them  as  they  study  the  Gospel  and  increase  their  knowledge  of  it. 

It's  wonderful  to  see  Sister  Beryl  Wilson's  smiling  face  again! 
She  is  home  from  the  hospital  now  and  well  on  the  way  to  recovery. 

It  was  rather  sad  for  us  to  have  to  say  goodbye  to  Elder  Keith 
Smith  who  is  now  labouring  in  Salisbury.  We  welcome  Elder  Muir, 
who  has  taken  his  place,  and  we  hope  he  will  be  very  happy  with  us. 

Last  Saturday  four  of  our  Sisters  travelled  up  to  Johannesburg  to 
attend  a  choir  practice  at  Ramah.  It  is  quite  a  distance  for  them  to 
travel,  but  they  are  enjoying  it  so  that  the  distance  means  nothing  to 
them.  They  are  hoping  to  be  able  to  make  a  tape-recording  soon,  so 
that  they  can  practise  here  on  their  own  as  well. 

The  Supervising  Elder  and  his  companion  Elder  Parker  paid  us 
a  visit  on  Saturday.  It  was  lovely  having  them  with  us,  and  we  thank 
Elder  Parker  for  the  good  advice  he  gave  us  during  our  Officers'  and 
Teachers'  meeting. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  are  busy  making  arrangements  for  a 
cake  sale  to  be  held  soon.  They  are  working  hard,  and  we  are  sure  it 
is  going  to  be  a  great  success.  Sister  Dewsnup  is  going  to  pay  us  a 
visit  soon  and  we  hope  she  will  be  pleased  with  the  progress  we  have 
made. 

Our  greetings  are  extended  to  all  the  Saints  in  the  South  African 
Mission. 
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KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Charmaine  Greyling 

KRUGERSDORP  Branch  bids  farewell  to  Elder  Keith  Jensen  whom 
we  are  very  sad  to  lose.  At  this  time  we  extend  a  hearty  welcome 
to  Elder  Reese  Parker  and  hope  his  stay  in  Krugersdorp  will  be  fruitful 
and  happy. 

The  Branch  has  been  getting  together  quUe  a  bit  lately.  We  had 
a  Speech  Training  Social  on  the  19th  of  August  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Greyling.  It  was  a  very  educational  evening.  A  film 
show  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Harris  on  the  3rd 
of  September,  and  a  games'  evening  was  enjoyed  at  the  Discoverers' 
Technical  College. 

At  Relief  Society  the  Singing  Mothers  are  hard  at  work,  practising 
for  the  event  of  the  opening  of  the  Pretoria  Chapel. 

A  baby  shower  was  given  to  Sister  Joyce  Levy  and  Sister  Molly 
Grobler  at  the  work  meeting.  Our  prayers  are  with  them  both  as  their 
time  draws  near  for  the  great  and  joyful  event. 

Krugersdorp  Branch  sends  greetings  to  all  the  Saints  in  the  Mission. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 
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,N  the  28th  of  August,  1962,  the  Senior 
Aaronic  School  completed  their  11  week 
course.  After  the  graduation  ceremony  a 
potluck  dinner  was  held.  The  members  of 
the  Senior  Aaronic  were  accompanied  by 
wives,  sweethearts  and  parents.  The  course 
is  based  on  the  principles  of  the  Gospel, 
and  its  objective  is  to  prepare  these 
Brethren  for  advancement  to  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood,  and  with  a  view  to  visiting  the 
temple. 

The  Social  Building  Fund  is  putting  on  a 
series  of  monthly  events  to  raise  money.  The 
first  event  held  at  Cumorah  was  a  very 
enjoyable  concert.  There  was  a  varied  programme  displaying  the  talents 
of  our  own  members,  as  well  as  those  of  well-known  outside  artists. 
The  concert  raised  a  sum  of  R100.  The  second  event  was  a  games 
evening,  and  the  participants  had  a  choice  of  suppers. 

There  has  been  a  re-organization  of  the  M.I. A.  and  Brother  E. 
Dallender  was  appointed  Superintendent.  The  Relief  Society  Sisters  are 
working  very  hard  for  their  annual  Bazaar  in  November  and  there 
are  many  lovely  and  ingenious  articles  to  be  seen.  The  Relief  Society 
has  divided  itself  into  houses,  which  compete  for  the  largest  number 
of  finished  articles.  A  very  sporting  and  lovely  spirit  prevails. 


PORT  ELIZABETH 

Madge  McHugh 

SISTER  Spear  and  her  son  arrived  in  the  city  from  Rhodesia.  We 
hope  they  will  enjoy  staying  here  at  the  Bay.  Elder  Heinecke  was 
transferred  to  Kimberley.  and  Elder  Chugg  from  Cape  Town  arrived 
to  take  his  place. 

Sister  Enid  Griffiths  is  very  ill  at  her  home  and  Sister  Gamble 
who  is  in  the  hospital  is  quite  sick.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  ease 
their  pain  and  help  to  keep  their  strength  up. 

The  first  Genealogy  class  has  been  held  and  we  are  having  good 
attendances. 
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PRETORIA   BRANCH 

Eileen  van  Staden 

VERY  marked  progress  has  been  made  on 
our  Chapel  and  we  pray  that  it  will  be 
reasonably  completed  for  the  27th  of  October 
for  the  first  ever  Relief  Society  Convention  to 
be  held  in  the  South  African  Mission  with  a 
Singing  Mother's  Choir  from  all  branches.  We 
look  forward,  along  with  all  our  other  Sisters, 
to   this   great  event. 

Brother  Piet  Faber  and  Brother  Jan  Cachet 
assisted  Brother  Smit  and  Brother  van  Staden 
one  Saturday  cutting  strips  for  certain  sections 
of  the  Chapel  walls  on  the  machines  at  Brother 
Piet's  work.   This  saved  some  money. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  baptism  of  the 

two  young  Herholdt  brothers,  John  and  David 

and  Sister  Dawn  Shepperd.  We  have  come  to 

know  them  well  because  of  their  faithful  attendance.  Keith  Herholdt 

was  given  a  blessing.  May  he  be  a  shining  example  to  his  fellowmen 

and  a  joy  to  his  parents. 

A  Variety  Concert  was  organized  to  boost  C.S.M.  subscriptions.  All 
those  who  took  part  provided  a  wonderful  and  enjoyable  evening  to 
the  large  crowd  that  turned  out  at  the  Technical  College  Main  Hall. 
Sister  Joey  du  Preez  was  in  charge  of  refreshments  and  all  agreed 
that  she  did  an  excellent  job.  Twenty-eight  subscriptions  were  taken 
plus  a  gift  subscription,  and  part  payment  went  for  the  hire  of  the 
Hall  out  of  monies  left  over. 

Our  visitors  of  the  District  Presidency  were  President  Powrie  and 
Brother  Piet  Faber,  and  Brother  Alexander,  District  Clerk  and  the 
1st  Counsellor  to  the  Sunday  School,  Brother  Gerard  Meyer  and  his 
wife  and  family.  Brother  WagstafT,  his  wife  and  little  daughter  also 
came.  Brother  Meyer  explained  the  Enlistment  work  that  is  to  be  done. 

In  the  evening  we  enjoyed  the  remarks  by  those  who  spoke  at  our 
Branch  Conference  Week  Sacrament  Meeting.  Brother  George  Hutton 
conducted  the  choir  in  the  rendering  of  two  beautiful  arrangements  of 
the  hymns  "Oh  My  Father"  and  "Hushed  was  the  Evening  Hymn". 

The  Teacher  Training  Course  "Teaching  the  Gospel"  has  been 
concluded.  All  those  who  were  privileged  to  attend  have  benefited 
immeasurably  and  have  enjoyed  the  lessons  very  much.  A  "thank  you" 
to  Brother  Otto  Miessner,  the  teacher  and  his  assistant  Brother  Denis 
Raubenheimer,  and  secretary,  Sister  Katherine  Laidlaw,  who  kept  the 
records  so  well. 

Because  of  sober  and  good  habits  as  a  result  of  living  the  Word  of 
Wisdom,  Brother  George  Hutton  was  chosen  to  take  a  number  of 
crippled  children  through  the  Game  Reserve  for  a  week. 

M.I.A.  Fireside  had  a  most  unusual  event,  "Dress,  Hat  Fashion 
Parade"  which  was  organised  by  Sister  Katherine  Laidlaw,  M.I.A.  Maid 
Leader,  and  amusingly  compered  by  Brother  Wally  van  Staden  who 
raised  many  hearty  laughs.  A  "Teezy  Wheezy"  hair  style  was  also 
modelled. 

Congratulations  to  three  small  sisters,  Roberta  van  Staden  Shirley 
van  Staden  and  Helene  Matthee  on  obtaining  Honours,  Highly  Com- 
mended, respectively  in  the  Grade  I  Ballet  Examinations. 

The  Melchizedek  Priesthood  Quorum  organised  a  delightful  Braai- 
vleis  for  their  families.  The  games  and  dancing  were  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  all.  Again  we  thank  Brother  Herculaas  and  Sister  Joey 
du  Preez  for  the  loan  of  their  home  and  grounds. 

We  are  just  able  to  slip  in  a  report  on  the  beautiful  presentation 
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by  the  two  neighbourhood  primaries,  West  Side  and  Gezina  and  the 
home  primary  at  Lyttelton.  The  Gezina  Primary  President,  Sister 
Katherine  Laidlaw  conducted  the  service  in  a  most  pleasing  manner. 
The  children  sang,  recited,  gave  reports,  talked  and  acted  very  well. 
The  Primary  colours — red,  yellow  and  blue — were  displayed  and  the 
different  emblems  for  the  various  groups  were  artistically  made  and 
displayed.  The  Trekkers  and  Lihonas  wore  their  bandalows,  Top-pilots, 
their  wings,  Co-pilots  their  compasses  and  Skylets  their  sweet  smiles. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Sister  J.  Cruichshanks  responded  so 
well  to  very  painful  treatment  while  in  the  hospital  for  three  weeks  that 
she  is  now  at  home.  We  admire  the  loyal  and  brave  help  that  her 
wonderful  daughter  Sister  Frances  Lohrentz  always  shows   and  gives. 

Little  Colman  Cachet  is  back  with  us  after  his  operation  for  tonsils 
and  adenoids  and  ears.  Sister  Hester  van  Zyl  is  down  with  glandular 
fever.  We  pray  she  will  recover  soon  and  be  able  to  meet  with  us  again. 


PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Ann  de  Wet 


WE  were  very  pleased  to  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Tex  Smith 
from  Ramah  to  our  evening  service.  Brother  Smith  was  our  guest 
speaker  on  this  occasion. 

Our  Christmas  Tree  committee  have  been  very  busy  this  past 
month,  and  organised  a  braaivleis  at  Brother  and  Sister  Wilson's  home. 
It  was  a  great  success  and  there  was  fun  for  all.  old  and  young.  The 
amount  raised  was  R28.30. 

This  month  we  have  been  blessed  with  two  advancements  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood.  They  are  Brother  Wilson,  and  Brother  Hees,  who 
have  both  been  advanced  to  the  office  of  Priest. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Miriam  Nicholls 

WE  had  such  a  jolly  hobo  party  on  Friday  the  17th  of  August.  It 
began  with  a  braaivleis  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all. 
After  this  we  assembled  in  the  hall  for  dancing  and  the  judging  of 
the  hobos.  The  square  dancing  was  particularly  popular  because  all 
could  join  in.  The  unfortunate  members  who  had  not  come  in  Hobo 
garb  were  given  forfeits.  Their  antics  caused  side-splitting  amusement 
for  the  onlookers. 

Brother  Clive  Nichols,  Jaap  Hugo,  and  Sister  Laverne  Park  were 
judges.  The  best  couple  proved  to  be  Brother  and  Sister  Bennington. 
The  best  man  was  Brother  Aubrey  Elliot  and  the  best  woman  was 
Sister  Marie  Delate.  There  were  games  and  groups  of  folks  eating  and 
chattering  in  the  true  "Mormon  manner". 

Our  singing  mothers  are  practising  very  hard  for  the  opening  of 
the  Pretoria  Chapel. 

The  M.I. A.  held  their  annual  speech  competition  on  Tuesday  the 
21st  of  August.  Sister  O'Connel  came  first.  Brother  Milne.  Brother 
Nichols,  and  Sister  Laverne  Park  adjulicated.  We  are  so  happy  to  be 
able  to  include  Brother  Clive  and  Sister  Laverne  as  members  of  our 
Branch. 

The  District  Speech  Festival  held  at  Ramah  on  the  8th  of  September 
was  not  very  well  attended.  However,  Sister  Karen  0"Connel  was  rated 
excellent  along  with  Jaap  Hugo,  and  Bessie  de  Wet  was  rated  very 
good.  Brother  Gerald  de  Wet  received  a  rating  of  good.  We  would  like 
to  congratulate  them  all  on  their  efforts. 

The  sun  shone  gloriously  on  our  bride  Sister  Myrna  Smith  wrhen 
she  arrived  on  the  arm  of  her  father  to  marry  Brother  Richard  Nelson 
on  Saturday  the  8th  of  September.  Myrna  looked  radiant  in  her  charm- 
ing wedding  dress 
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Sister  Bessie  de  Wet  played  the  organ  throughout  the  service. 
Brother  Matthews  sang  a  solo  and  the  service  and  ceremony  was  con- 
ducted and  performed  by  President  O.  Layton  Alldredge.  His  advice 
was  given  in  a  sincere  and  simple  manner  and  throughout  the  service 
he  smiled  at  each  of  them  in  turn  and  thus  made  them  feel  at  ease. 
We  are  sure  Myrna  and  Richard  will  be  very  happy,  and  that  they 
have  embarked  on  a  lovely  future  together.  May  the  Lord  bless  them 
abundantly. 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  are  still  giving  Film  Shows  to  raise  money 
for  the  Missionary  Fund.  This  month's  presentation  was  entitled  "The 
Last  Sunset".  We  would  like  to  see  as  many  members  as  possible 
attend  these  functions  and  so  help  our  missionaries. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  all  the  newly  baptized  members  this 
month  and  we  wish  them  joy  in  the  gospel.  We  send  our  love  and 
blessings  to  all  Saints  everywhere  and  I  personally  wish  to  say  farewell 
as  I  leave  for  America  very  soon.  We  shall  miss  you  all. 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Jean  Schonnberg 


SALISBURY  Branch  are  enjoying 
the  increased  facilities  provided 
at  the  Sons  of  England  Hall,  at  7 
Inverness  Road  where  all  visitors  to 
the  city  are  cordially  invited  to  meet 
with  the  Saints. 

During  the  month  we  bid  adieu 
both  to  Elder  Reese  Parker  and 
Brother  Victor  Corney  who  has 
returned  to  Port  Elizabeth.  We  are 
happy  to  welcome  into  our  midst 
Elder  Keith  Smith  whose  stay  we 
pray  will  be  a  profitable  and  happy 
one.  We  also  are  happy  to  announce  the  safe  arrival  back  to  Rhodesia 
of  President  and  Sister  Trotter  and  family  who  have  returned  from 
a  long  leave  in  Britain.  While  there  they  had  the  privilege  of  going 
through  the  London  Temple  and  also  receiving  their  patriarchal 
blessings.  May  President  and  Sister  Trotter  infuse  the  Saints  with 
their  increased  spiritual  strength  and  continue  to  be  a  blessing  to  the 
Branch.  Brother  and  Sister  Larson  rendered  splendid  service  by  carry- 
ing on  the  work  of  the  Lord  during  the  absence  of  the  Trotter  family. 
Brother  Geoffrey  Schonnberg  was  on  the  sick  list  this  month, 
having  undergone  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  his  tonsils  and 
adenoids.  He  is  fully  recovered  now. 

The  members  were  happy  to  have  a  visit  from  the  Fisher  family 
and  also  Sister  Schultz  on  September  2.  It  was  grand  to  have  them  with 
us  once  more  and  we  hope  to  see  them  more  often  in  the  future. 

Relief  Society  officers  and  teachers  were  released  with  a  special 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  President,  Sister  Dorothea  Storey,  for 
her  valiant  work.  Relief  Society  commences  after  a  period  of  recess 
under  the  leadership  of  Sister  Grace  Corbett.  We  pray  our  Lord's 
blessing  upon  Sister  Corbett  in  this  work  and  upon  her  councillors. 
Sister  Joyce  M.  Trotter,  and  Sister  Julia  M.  Shaw,  and  her  Secretary/ 
Treasurer  Sister  Jean  Schonnberg.  The  theology  teacher  will  now  be 
Sister  Joyce  Trotter,  and  the  work  councillor,  Sister  Catherine  Joy 
O'Connor,  Literature  teacher  Sister  Eliza  Larson,  Social  Science  teacher 
Sister  Caroline  Cullinan  and  Visiting  teacher.  Sister  Gwendoline 
Thompson. 
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On  September  1  the  sisters  held  a  cake  and  handiwork  sale  at 
which  the  sum  of  approximately  R56  was  raised. 

We  were  most  happy  to  have  Sister  Violet  Nisbet  visit  with  us 
at  Sunday  School  on  the  16th  of  September  after  a  long  absence  due 
to  ill-health.  Our  prayers  are  with  Sister  Nisbet  that  she  may  be  able 
to  join  in  the  company  of  the  members  more  olten  in  the  future. 

Our  M.I. A.  has  been  re-organised  and  we  hope  this  work,  which  will 
be  done  amongst  our  young  people,  will  be  a  joy  to  all.  Brother  Hugh 
Hodgkiss  has  been  appointed  President  with  Brother  Christopher 
Gordon-Carrol,  and  Sister  Jean  Schonnberg  serving  as  councillors. 
Brother  A.  V.  Pepper  is  the  Scout  Leader  and  Sister  C.  Cullinan 
leader  of  the  Beehives.  Sister  Eliza  Larson  and  Brother  Floyd  Larson 
are  the  Drama  and  Music  Directors  with  the  Speech  Director  Brother 
Hugh  Hodgkiss. 

The  Saints  in  Salisbury  send  greetings  to  all  other  branches  of 
the  South  African  Mission. 


S1 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Melaney  Peterson 

PRINGS  Branch  sendi  greetings  to  the  Brethren 
and  Sisters  in  all  the  other  branches,  with  the 
hope   that   this   month  has   been   as  trouble-free   for 
them  as  it  has  been  for  us. 

Our  C.S.M.  Festival,  which  was  held  on  Friday, 
August  3rd.  was  enjoyed  by  everyone  who  attended, 
and  the  drive  to  get  more  members  to  subscribe  to 
the  magazine  certainly  was  successful.  On  the  follow- 
ing evening  the  Relief  Society  ladies  held  their 
opening  function,  and  the  members  enjoyed  seeing 
slides  and  eating  refreshments  afterwards.  Another 
Relief  Society  function  which  more  than  lived  up  to  expectation,  was 
the  fund-raising  concert  held  on  the  7th  of  September.  Brother  Kenneth 
Armstrong  acting  as  compere,  made  the  programme  very  enjoyable, 
and  the  evening  passed  quickly  with  items  which  included  singing, 
dancing  and  piano  solos  and  skits.  We're  looking  forward  to  more 
entertainment  from  our  ladies  in  the  near  future. 

The  M.I.A.  held  a  party  at  the  home  of  the  Hugo  family  on  the 
18th  of  August.  A  branch  party  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Dicks,  which  took  the  form  of  a  games  evening,  was  held  on  the  24th 
of  August.  Brother  Val  van  Niekerk,  the  M.I.A.  Sports  Director,  was 
in  charge  of  the  evening's  entertainment,  and  he  kept  the  members 
amused  with  games  which  were  entirely  new  to  the   branch. 

"For  where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also,"  from 
St.  Matthew's  Gospel,  was  the  theme  of  our  M.I.A.  Speech  Competition, 
and  the  seven  young  people  who  spoke  proved  that  the  Branch  has 
very  good  material  for  future  speakers.  Brother  Noel  Futter  and  Brother 
Val  van  Niekerk  tied  for  the  honour  of  best  speaker,  and  Brother  Val 
represented  Springs  in  the  District  Speech  Festival  at  Ramah. 

The  District  Sports  Day  arranged  for  the  25th  of  August  turned 
out  to  be  a  Springs  Sports  Day.  However  those  who  attended  had  an 
enjoyable  afternoon  and  the  day  ended  happily  with  a  Braaivleis  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Noel  Futter 

Brother  Erold  Jubber  and  Brother  Wynne  Armstrong  are  home 
from  their  holiday  in  Cape  Town,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  them 
back  with  us.  Brother  Temple  Futter  has  followed  in  their  footsteps, 
and  is  enjoying  his  annual  holiday. 
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The  prayers  of  the  Branch  are  with  Sister  Beryl  Wilson  of  Klerks- 
dorp  branch,  who  has  been  seriously  ill,  but  is  now  home  and  on  the 
road  to  recovery.  Our  prayers  are  also  with  Sister  Jubber,  our  Relief 
Society  President,  who  has  undergone  an  operation.  We  wish  these 
two  sisters  a  speedy  return  to  health. 


VEREENIGING   BRANCH 

Rowland  S.  Roberts 


SINCE  the  last  report  the  branch  has  been  progressing  steadily  and 
quietly.  There  are  no  new  baptisms  to  report,  but  we  know  that  our 
missionaries  are  pursuing  their  callings  with  diligence  and  in  due 
course  the  fruits  of  their  labours  will  become  manifest. 

All  of  the  auxiliaries  are  again  being  well  attended  after  the  recess. 
The  M.I.A.  had  a  talent  night  recently  and  some  surprising  discoveries 
were  made.  An  excellent  evening  was  enjoyed  by  all.  More  will  be  seen 
of  the  discoveries  at  the  Gold  and  Green  Ball. 

There  will  be  a  few  of  our  Sisters  taking  part  in  the  Singing 
Mothers'  Choir  which  is  being  trained  for  the  opening  of  the  Pretoria 
Chapel  and  Sister  Val  Snyman  will  soon  be  hard  at  work  training 
them.  The  branch  wishes  her  every  success 

A  few  of  our  families  have  been  visited  with  the  normal  seasonal 
sicknesses,  such  as  flu,  chicken  pox,  etc.,  but  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  all  have  recovered  and  are  attending  church  again. 

Brother  Kotze,  Brother  Roberts,  and  Brothers  Erlank  and  Eben 
Slabbert  have  all  been  advanced  to  the  calling  of  Teacher  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood.  Brother  J.  P.  Brummer  has  been  advanced  to  the 
office  of  Priest.  We  are  all  very  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  the  trust  He 
has  placed  in  us  and  we  are  all  striving  to  be  more  worthy  of  it. 


.  .  .  THINGS  RELIGIOUS  FOR  THE  OLD.    ARE  THEY? 

We  sometimes  think  that  things  religious  arc  for  the  old.  Are  They! 

It  was  the  twelve-year-old  Boy  Jesus  who  taught  the  learned  men  in 
the  Temple.  (Luke  2:  46-47).  //  was  a  lad  on  the  shores  of  Galilee  who 
gave  his  five  barley  loaves  and  two  fishes  with  which  the  Master  fed  the 
five  thousands  .  .  .  (John  6 : 9).  It  was  young  Samuel  who  heard  the  voice 
of  the  Lord;  it  was  David,  the  shepherd-boy,  who  slew  Goliath  on  a  day 
which  looked  mighty  dark  for  the  armed  forces  of  Israel;  it  was  Daniel 
who  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions  and  stood  unharmed  in  the  lion's 
den;  Joseph  Smith  received  instruction  from  Heavenly  Beings  for  ten 
years   before  organizing   this  Church   when  he  was   but  twenty-four. 

Chances  are,  it  was  a  youth  in  his  teens  or  early  twenties  whose 
testimony  first  struck  a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts  of  members  of 
your  family.  And  because  of  that  testimony  from  the  lips  of  youth,  you 
have  one  of  your  priceless  possessions  today:  membership  of  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Guard  it  well. 
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CHARACTER 

A  good  ciiar actcr  is,  in  all  cases,  the  fruit 
of  personal  exertion.  It  is  not  inherited 

from  parents;  it  is  not  created  by  external 
advantages;  it  is  no  necessary  appendage 
of  birth,  wealth,  talents,  or  station;  but  it 
is  the  result  of  one's  own  endeavours  — 
the  fruit  and  reward  of  good  principles 
manifested  in  a  course  of  virtuous  and 
honourable  action. 

— J.  Haw  cs 
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